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TRACING THE FOOTSTEPS TO FREEDOM

QUEST FOR FREEDOM

Gettysburg to York: 39 miles » York to Columbia: 19 miles » Columbia to Lancaster: 13 miles » Lancaster to Valley

FROM PHILADELPHIA TO GETTYSBURG
Immerse yourself in the stories and places where ordinary
people with extraordinary determination changed our nation’s
history. Hear of the heroic African-American soldiers who
fought in the American Revolution and the Civil War. Explore
the landscape that gave birth to the very term: Underground
Railroad, and engross yourself in the struggles and triumphs
of freedom-seekers along these once secret pathways.
Learn of the abolitionists, both black and white, who risked
all in their commitment to the Quest for Freedom.

ICON K EY
Self-Guided Walking Tour
Self-Guided Driving Tour
Escorted Motorcoach Tour
The Network to Freedom is a signiﬁcant but distinct
part of the National Park Services’ National Underground
Railroad Program. It is comprised of historic sites,
facilities, and programs that have a veriﬁable association
to the Underground Railroad. For more information visit:

http://www.cr.nps.gov/ugrr

Expand your Experience
Enhance your Quest for Freedom journey at
www.explorepahistory.com/stories.php and click on the
Underground Railroad link to learn more. The site offers four
fascinating chapters detailing the ﬁght against slavery straight
through the beginnings of a more equal society. An additional
Historical Markers link is a great companion for visitors
to reference when visiting key
destinations along
their journey.

What’s in a Name?
In the 1830s, New York and Boston abolitionists began referring
to the “Liberty Bell” in anti-slavery literature. When Boston
abolitionists transformed the Liberty Bell into a symbol,
anti-slavery activists in Philadelphia used Independence Hall,
where the Bell hung, to call attention to the contradictions
between slavery and the language of equality in the
Declaration of Independence. William Lloyd Garrison’s
anti-slavery publication, The Liberator, reprinted
a poem about the Liberty Bell, the ﬁrst documented
use of the name Liberty Bell. Previously the Bell

Forge: 51 miles » Valley Forge to Philadelphia: 24 miles

was called the State House Bell.

QUEST PHILADELPHIA
The time: 1800s. The place: Philadelphia. In one of the great

Throughout the Greater Philadelphia region are sites that

paradoxes, the city that gave birth to independence for

recount their stories. Explore the legacy. History is waiting

“We the People” neglected to address the issue of slavery in

for you. For additional information on the Web, visit:

shaping the documents that guaranteed rights and freedoms.

www.gophila.com/undergroundrailroad,

Yet, as the shadow of slavery hung over the nation, an inﬂuential

www.philadelphiamac.org/undergroundrailroad, or

free Black community in Philadelphia, the largest in the North,

www.soundaboutphilly.com.

established a resistance network that spread throughout the United

PHILADELPHIA | HISTORIC DISTRICT

States. Free men and women of African descent joined forces with
Quakers and other sympathetic whites, forming successful antislavery organizations to provide assistance to enslaved Africans.
Soon, Philadelphia became a major passageway to freedom—
leading the world in anti-slavery activities.
Defying danger and scrutiny from unsympathetic neighbors,
the region’s anti-slavery activists formed a continuous escape
route northbound to Canada, providing food, shelter, and places
to hide along the way. Under the constant threat of discovery
and the risk of being tried for treason, Underground Railroad

Liberty Bell Center
6th & Market Streets
(215) 965-2305
www.nps.gov/inde/liberty-bell-center.htm
Abolitionists adopted the iconic
Liberty Bell and its inscription from
Leviticus —“Proclaim liberty throughout
all the land unto all the inhabitants
thereof”— as symbols of their
movement to end the
institution of slavery.

supporters disobeyed federal law and offered “safe” passage
for those seeking freedom.
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The President’s House Commemorative Site

Mother Bethel African Methodist Episcopal (A.M.E.) Church

6th & Market Streets
www.ushistory.org/presidentshouse

419 Richard Allen Avenue (South 6 th Street at Lombard)
(215) 925-0616 | www.motherbethel.org

Slated to debut in July 2008 just steps away from the Liberty Bell Center
and Independence Hall, The President’s House Commemorative Site will
be a permanent, outdoor installation honoring the memory of the nine
Africans who were enslaved to President George Washington when he
lived here from 1790 –1797.

To African-Americans, perhaps no ground
is more hallowed, no site more sacred than
Mother Bethel. Here, Reverend Richard Allen,
along with wealthy sailmaker James Forten and Reverend Absalom Jones,
founded the Free African Society, laying the groundwork for civil rights
activities and
institutions.
Here, Reverend
Allen and his wife,
Sarah, sheltered
runaway and freed
slaves. And here,
on the oldest parcel
of African-American
owned land, he
preached abolition
and empowered
generations of
Mother Bethel A.M.E. Church houses a museum that includes
African-Americans such artifacts as founder Reverend Richard Allen’s pulpit,
to advocate for
early church pews, and other materials that tell the story
their own freedoms. of Philadelphia’s inﬂuential free Black community.

Independence Hall
Independence National Historical Park
Chestnut Street (between 5 th & 6 th Streets)
(215) 965-2305
www.nps.gov/inde/independence-hall-1.htm
A place of contradictions and
controversy, Independence
Hall was a philosophical
battleground where both the
Declaration of Independence
and the U.S. Constitution were
created, granting freedom
for some… but not for all.
It is where Congress voted
to enact the Fugitive Slave
Law and where, in 1794, they
passed the Slave Trade Act
banning American vessels
from engaging in the slave
trade. It was here, at the
federal courthouse, where
Philadelphians assembled
outside in anticipation of
verdicts in fugitive slave
law cases. And it was also
here that Frederick Douglass
addressed crowds with a
Independence Hall became an important place
ﬁery call for equal rights.
for abolition protest against federal laws.

National Constitution Center
525 Arch Street
(215) 409-6600 | www.constitutioncenter.org
The only museum dedicated to the U.S. Constitution, the National
Constitution Center helps visitors discover enslaved Africans’ struggle
to be included in “We the People.” Hands-on exhibits explore the rights
and protections of the 13th and 14th amendments, legal precedents,
such as the Dred Scott Decision and the Emancipation Proclamation,
and highlight the impact of Harriet Tubman and other African-Americans
who have shaped the Constitution.

Washington Square
6th & Walnut Streets
(215) 965-2305 | www.nps.gov/inde/washington-square.htm
During the city’s early years, Africans would
congregate here, speaking in their native
languages, cooking and dancing to the rhythms
of their homeland. Interpretive signs scattered
throughout reveal its history. Listen for the Djembe
drum near the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. Its
beat carries memories of the enslaved Africans who
also gathered here and named it Congo Square.
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The National Constitution Center offers a multimedia presentation featuring a live actor,
ﬁlm, and video presentation orienting visitors to the major themes of the Constitution
from 1787 to today.
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Arch Street Friends’ Meeting House

African American Museum in Philadelphia (AAMP)

4th & Arch Streets
(215) 627-2667 | www.archstreetfriends.org

701 Arch Street
(215) 574-0380 | www.aampmuseum.org

Reﬂecting the paciﬁst and abolitionist views of many Quakers, in 1779
the Friends voted to expel all members who refused to free their slaves.
Visitors are welcome to attend services but should note that Quakers
worship in silence; there is no human leader and no planned order of service.

An early leader in the preservation and interpretation of African-American
history and culture, the museum’s collection includes more than 500,000
objects, including paintings, prints, costumes, furnishings, documents,
musical artifacts, playbills, and books. The AAMP presents a full calendar
of special exhibitions and public programs.

Atwater Kent Museum of Philadelphia
15 South 7 th Street (Near Market Street)
(215) 685-4830 | www.philadelphiahistory.org
Fridays at 2:00 p.m. (Call for the most updated information.)
Philadelphians’ stories in the Quest for Freedom for African-Americans is
the focus of this 30-minute program. Visitors see important objects from the
Philadelphia City History Collection, including a silver bowl accompanying
an enslaved child to Philadelphia in 1692, wrist shackles from the 1700s,
an 1833 anti-slavery declaration, and an article of clothing made of free
(non-slave produced) cotton. This program is held in the building where the
Quaker activist, Lucretia Mott, introduced the anti-slavery orator, author,
and former slave Frederick Douglass in the 1840s. It was one of the few
places in the city where an interracial audience could meet.

Independence Visitor Center
6th & Market Streets
(800) 537-7676 or (215) 965-7676 | www.independencevisitorcenter.com
Pick up tickets to Independence Hall, the National Constitution
Center, tours, and other attractions here. Grab a bite, chat with colonial
reenactors, plan your activities, and get directions and other services.

Once Upon A Nation
Memorial Day—Labor Day weekend
Various sites throughout Historic Philadelphia
(215) 629-4026 | www.onceuponanation.org
Some are unfamiliar, some are old favorites, but when recounted by Once
Upon A Nation’s professional storytellers, the lives and deeds of Africans
from America’s past become spellbinding adventures. Find a specially
marked storytelling bench in the Historic District—there are more than
a dozen. More than just a place to rest, the benches feature modern-day
storytellers sharing the tales of history’s famous, infamous, and not-so
famous folk, including how abolitionist, businessman and author William
Still was reunited with his brother, Peter, one of countless slaves who
purchased their own freedom.

Taking a Stand for Freedom Tour
Greater Philadelphia Tourism Marketing Corporation
(215) 599-2295 | www.gophila.com/undergroundrailroad
Danger lurked everywhere for enslaved Africans who dared to escape and
the abolitionists who helped them on their ﬂight to freedom. Follow the

The African American Museum’s special exhibits interpret African-American
history and culture.

path of Philadelphia’s Underground
Railroad in this interactive tour that
includes dramatic reenactments and
tours of Mother Bethel A.M.E. Church,
the Civil War and Underground
Railroad Museum and the Johnson
House Historic Site. June – September.

Quest for Freedom
Walking Tour
Independence National
Historical Park
6th & Market Streets
(800) 537-7676 or (215) 965-7676
www.nps.gov/inde

The Taking a Stand for Freedom Tour
includes dramatic reenactments at the
Johnson House and other Philadelphia
Underground Railroad sites.

The National Park Service offers
a guided walking tour throughout
the spring, summer, and autumn. For times and dates, stop
into the Independence Visitor Center, 6th and Market Streets.
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Civil War and Underground
Railroad Museum of Philadelphia
1805 Pine Street
(215) 735-8196 | www.cwurmuseum.org
When the post-Civil War ofﬁcers who founded the museum in 1888
amassed their relics, papers, and awards, they also collected memorabilia
related to slavery, including receipts from the purchase of slaves, copies
of abolitionists’ memoirs, autobiographies and issues of William Lloyd
Garrison’s anti-slavery newspaper, The Liberator. A highlight of the
museum’s collection is a ﬁrst edition of the History of the Underground
Railroad by William Still, the father of the Underground Railroad.

FAIRMOUNT PARK
Belmont Mansion
2000 Belmont Mansion Drive
(215) 878-8844 | www.belmontmansion.org
One of the ﬁrst non-Quaker members
of the Pennsylvania Society for the Abolition
of Slavery, Judge Peters entertained many
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of the nation’s Founding Fathers here. Visitors can tour the Underground
Railroad property and learn the role the mansion’s attic played in
providing a safe haven to fugitive slaves. In 1800, Judge Peters was
responsible for determining the fate of 134 Africans, who were illegally
enslaved and shipped on American vessels violating the 1794 Slave
Trade Law. Peters turned the Africans over to the stewardship of the PA
Abolition Society, thereby enabling the Africans to become free persons in
Pennsylvania. Descendants of the “Ganges” reside in Pennsylvania today.

GERMANTOWN
Johnson House Historic Site
6306 Germantown Avenue
(215) 438-1768 | www.ushistory.org/germantown/upper/johnson.htm
Throughout the 1800s, the Johnson family, staunch Quakers and ardent
abolitionists, hid escaped slaves in the nooks and crevices of their
home, which was a stop on the Underground Railroad. Among the places
where escapees found refuge is a recently
discovered attic trap door leading to the
roof. Throughout the year, the Johnson
House hosts special events and exhibitions
focusing on the staunchly abolitionist
views of the Germantown community.
Visitors of the Johnson House can view where fugitives hid, including an attic trap door
leading to the roof of the building.
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Library Company of Philadelphia

CHESTER COUNTY

1314 Locust Street
(215) 546-3181 | www.librarycompany.org

Chester County Historical Society
225 N. High Street, West Chester
(610) 692-4800 | www.cchs-pa.org
Programs, special events, and exhibitions
draw from the extensive collection of
artifacts, art, and documents that recount
the lives and culture of local African-Americans,
as well as the region’s role in the Underground Railroad.

An independent research library, the Library Company of Philadelphia’s
Afro-American collection includes books, periodicals, and graphics
documenting slavery in the United States, as well as the abolitionist
movement and its impact on African-Americans. The collection of
more than 13,000 titles also includes examples of race in ﬁction and
drama, and the printed materials of African-American persons and
organizations. Access to the print room is by appointment only.

The National Archives Mid-Atlantic Region
900 Market Street (Entrance on Chestnut
Street, between 9 th & 10 th Streets)
(215) 606-0100 | www.archives.gov/midatlantic

Chester County Visitors Center
300 Greenwood Road | Kennett Square, PA 19348
(800) 228-9933 or (610) 388-2900 | www.cccvb.org/visitorscenter.asp
This vistor’s center,
located in the former
Longwood Progressive
Friends Meeting
House, contains an
interpretive exhibit
of photographs,
biographies, maps,
and context narratives
describing the county’s
extensive role in the
Underground Railroad.

QUEST PHILADELPHIA |
LIBRARIES AND RESEARCH CENTERS
Historical Society of Pennsylvania
1300 Locust Street
(215) 732-6200 | www.hsp.org
Conducting genealogical research or simply
seeking more information on the African-American
legacy in Philadelphia? View 18 th-century
penmanship primers from African-American
students, read the handwritten records of the
Pennsylvania Abolition Society and the runaways
they helped. The collection includes expansive
documentation of the area’s ethnic communities.

Make this your ﬁrst stop for genealogical research and
creating your family tree. With interactive kiosks, access to federal census
records, and a knowledgeable staff that can assist your research, delving
into history turns into a fun and rewarding endeavor. Special programs
and workshops address research challenges unique to African-Americans,
including how to interpret military records, slave and non-population
schedules, records of the Freedmen’s Bureau, and courtroom transcripts,
and other topics. Valid ID required. Closed Sundays and Federal holidays.

Charles L. Blockson Afro-American
Collection at Temple University
Sullivan Hall
1330 W. Berks Street, 1st ﬂoor
(215) 204-6632
www.library.temple.edu/collections/blockson/
index.jsp?bhcp=1
The private collections of Charles Blockson, one
of the preeminent experts on the Underground
Railroad, are stunning in their scope and breadth.
Nowhere else will you ﬁnd ﬁrst-edition works of
The Charles L. Blockson
Afro-American Collection Phyllis Wheatley and W.E.B. DuBois, narratives
is one of the nation’s
by Sojourner Truth and Frederick Douglass,
preeminent research
and the assorted correspondence of Haitian
facilities emphasizing
Revolutionaries and Paul Robeson’s sheet music,
the history and culture of
African-American ancestry. among other treasures.
Photo Credits
Liberty Bell Center – Photography provided by R. Kennedy for GPTMC
Independence Hall (South) – Photography provided by K. Ciappa for GPTMC
Washington Square Park – Photography provided by A. Ajongi for GPTMC
Mother Bethel A.M.E. – Photography provided by G. Widman for GPTMC
National Constitution Center – Photography provided by K. Ciappa for GPTMC
African-American Museum – Photography provided by R. Kennedy for GPTMC
Taking a Stand for Freedom Tour – Photography provided by R. Kennedy for GPTMC
Johnson House with historic marker – Photography provided by R. Kennedy for GPTMC
HSP Research Room – Photography provided by Julie Marquart for VSBA
National Archives – Photography provided by A. Ajongi for GPTMC
Temple – Charles Blockson Collection – Photography provided by Temple University
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The proud history of African-American service in our Armed
Forces began here, with the American Revolution. More than
5,000 soldiers of African descent fought in the Continental
Army. The compelling stories of soldiers, slaves, and abolitionists
from the revolution through the Civil War are told at Valley
Forge National Historical Park and other sites throughout the
Valley Forge area, as well as on guided tours of the region.
Valley Forge National Historical Park
Route 23 & North Gulph Road | Valley Forge, PA 19482
(610) 783-1077 | www.nps.gov/vafo
Visitors to the rolling hills of this 3600-acre national park can view
the Monument to Patriots of African Descent, soldiers’ log huts, rows
of cannons, the National Memorial Arch, Washington’s Headquarters,
and Washington Memorial Chapel. Visitors can also search for ancestors
who served by viewing computerized Continental Army muster rolls
at the Welcome Center.

Camp William Penn
1618 Willow Avenue | La Mott, PA 19027
* State Historical Marker Site

Eleven thousand troops trained at the ﬁrst U.S. training camp
for African-American soldiers during the Civil War.

General George Washington’s headquarters are located on the grounds of Valley Forge
National Historical Park.

Abolition Hall Venue
Germantown & Butler Pikes | Plymouth Meeting, PA 19462
* State Historical Marker Site

A gathering place where abolitionists, including William Lloyd Garrison
and Lucretia Mott, came to speak.

Brandywine Battleﬁeld Park
1491 Baltimore Pike | Chadds Ford, PA 19317
(610) 459-3342
Open March–November
Tuesday through Saturday—9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Sunday—Noon to 5 p.m.
On September 11, this was the site of the Battle of Brandywine in 1777.
15,000 British troops clashed with 11,000 Americans. It was on this date
that the Americans were forced to retreat and the British marched on
to take Philadelphia, unopposed. One heroic African-American soldier,
Ned Hector, refused to abandon his team of horses and supply wagon
during the retreat; his bravery was recognized, and Hector Street in
Conshohocken is named for him.
Visit the park that was the headquarters of Washington during the
Battle of Brandywine in 1777. The two farmhouses used by Washington
and Lafayette as their quarters stand today much as they were during
the battle. Take part in an educational program, visit Washington and
Lafayette’s headquarters and even take a driving tour.

Preparing to ﬁre a cannon outside of Washington’s Headquarters.
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For more information on lodging, dining, and other activities, contact the
Valley Forge Convention and Visitors Bureau at (610) 834-7980 or visit
www.valleyforge.org/quest
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The Christiana Resistance

About 90 minutes west of Philadelphia, the rolling hillsides

Many historians consider the Christiana Resistance to be

and quaint country roads and farmlands of Lancaster County

the ﬁrst battle of the Civil War, for it was here that the Fugitive

come alive. Lancaster County is a region rich in history,

Slave Law of 1850 was tested for the ﬁrst time. Southern

culture, and tradition. Since the ﬁrst slaves were brought to

slaveholders and northern abolitionists met at Christiana
on September 11, 1851, in a deadly confrontation.

this area in 1726, Lancaster County has been a catalyst in
African-American history and heritage. The ﬁrst documented
Underground Railroad activity in Lancaster came as early as
1804, when William Wright transported escaped slaves across
the Susquehanna River into Lancaster County.

QUEST LANCASTER COUNTY | CHRISTIANA
Edward Gorsuch, a wealthy landowner from Baltimore County,
Maryland, discovered that grain and other items from his
farm were missing, along with four of his slaves. With the law
on his side, he set out for Christiana to reclaim his property.
Accompanied by a group of men, Gorsuch made his way to the
home of William Parker, a strong defender of fugitives, located
just outside the town of Christiana. By the end of the encounter,
Edward Gorsuch lay dead and
his son lay seriously wounded.
Federal troops were called
in to help with the ensuing

The Center’s exhibits explain the role of Zercher’s Hotel in the Resistance at Christiana
and the strident anti-slavery sentiments held by the larger community.

investigation. The result?
Thirty-eight men were arrested

Christiana Underground Railroad
Center at Historic Zercher Hotel

and charged with treason
for their deﬁance of a federal

Slokom and Green Streets | Christiana, PA 17509
(610) 593-5340 | www.zerchershotel.com
The self-guided museum provides
fascinating evidence of the resistance;
bibliographies of those involved in the resistance, and the locations
of more than 20 Underground Railroad Stations in the surrounding
countryside. Opened on September 11, 2006, the anniversary of the
Resistance, the Center’s information is well documented in an easy
to follow educational format.

order. Famed anti-slavery
activist, Thaddeus Stevens,
Thaddeus Stevens

then sitting as Lancaster
County’s representative in the

U.S. Congress, was an integral member of the team of defense
counsels. All of the accused were acquitted. The verdict sent
a signal to the South that the Fugitive Slave Law would not

Freedom Chapel Dinner Theatre

be enforced in the North, further fanning the ﬂames of distrust

15 North Bridge Street | Christiana, PA 17509
www.freedomchapeldinnertheatre.com

and discord that were spreading throughout the country.

Historical documents, photos, and mural of the Christiana Resistance.
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QUEST LANCASTER COUNTY | BIRD-IN -HAND
Lampeter Friends Meeting House
Route 340 | Bird-in-Hand, PA 17505
Founded in 1749, the Lampeter Friends Meeting House is the resting
place of two brave Quakers and Bird-in-Hand residents, Daniel and
Hannah Gibbons. Both were devoted to the freedom of enslaved persons
and during a 50-year period, aided as many as 1,000 freedom seekers.
Hear the Gibbons story at www.QuestForFreedom.org

Bethel A.M.E. Church was a center for spiritual renewal for freed slaves in Lancaster.

“Living the Experience” Interactive
Underground Railroad Reenactment
512 E. Strawberry St. | Lancaster, PA 17602
(717) 393-8379
www.livingtheundergroundrailroad.com
“Living the Experience” is a spiritual interactive
Underground Railroad reenactment presented by Bethel Harambee
Historical Services, a subsidiary of Bethel African Methodist Episcopal
Church in Lancaster. Learn the role of the A.M.E. Church, Africans (free
and escaped), and abolitionists in the successful pursuit of freedom.

Society of Friends (Quakers) enacted anti-slavery rulings and often aided fugitive
slaves. Lampeter Friends Meeting House is in Bird-in-Hand.

Download the Lancaster County Quest For Freedom
Tour Guide Script at www.QuestForFreedom.org

QUEST LANCASTER COUNTY | LANCASTER CITY
Bethel A.M.E. Church, Lancaster
450–512 E. Strawberry Street | Lancaster, PA 17602
The oldest African Methodist Episcopal Church in Lancaster County,
Bethel A.M.E. maintains through oral tradition and the mission of the A.M.E.
church that the congregation sheltered freedom seekers and also served
as a center for spiritual renewal for free blacks who lived in Lancaster.
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Performances run each Saturday, February through December, and begin at
1:00 p.m. The performance, including the meal after the show (meal available
for groups of 35 or larger only), lasts approximately three hours. For tickets,
call (800) 510-5899 ext. 113 or (717) 509-1177, ext. 102.

Thaddeus Stevens/
Lydia Hamilton Smith Historic Site
45–47 S. Queen Street/21–23 E. Vine Street
Lancaster, PA 17603 | www.hptrust.org/ssmith
Adjacent to the new Lancaster County Convention
Center, these homes will become an historical
museum and education center to tell the stories
Lydia Hamilton Smith
of U.S. Congressman Thaddeus Stevens and Lydia
Hamilton Smith, a free woman of color who acted as Stevens’ housekeeper
and conﬁdante here and in Washington D.C. Both Stevens and Smith are
believed to have sheltered freedom seekers at their Lancaster properties.
In 2002, during an archeological dig at this site, researchers found
earthenware, utensils, and a large underground cistern, all dating back
to the time of slavery. Further research is being conducted to determine
their role in the Underground Railroad.

QUEST COLUMBIA
Thaddeus Stevens/Stevens’ Gravesite
Schreiner-Concord Cemetery
Corner of North Mulberry and
East Chestnut Streets | Lancaster, PA 17603
Along with being a lawyer and an avid
abolitionist, Thaddeus Stevens also served
as Lancaster’s representative in the U.S. House of Representatives.
He was instrumental in advancing the great civil rights amendments
to the U.S. Constitution banning slavery, providing equal protection
under the laws, and expanding the right to vote. Stevens died in
Washington, D.C., at midnight on August 11, 1868. Over 20,000 people—
half of whom were free black men—attended his funeral in Lancaster.

WWW.QUESTFORFREEDOM.ORG

QUEST LANCASTER COUNTY | COLUMBIA
Columbia has been credited as the place that gave birth to the
actual term, Underground Railroad. The town was ideally located
for its role in this heritage. Situated on the Susquehanna River
across from York County and near the Maryland border, Columbia’s
industrious and burgeoning free black population provided an
excellent place for formerly enslaved people to blend in with the
community. Prominent black businessmen like William Whipper
and Stephen Smith, and white abolitionists like William Wright,
provided rest and transportation along the pathway to freedom.
First National Bank Museum
170 Locust Street | Columbia, PA 17512
(717) 684-8864 | www.bankmuseum.org
Built in 1814, this historic site retains
the original teller’s cage and bank vault from
the 19th century and is the only known bank
still preserved in its original setting in the
United States. The bank museum contains
the account books of Underground Railroad
activists and prominent businessmen,
William Whipper and Stephen Smith. Their
lumber business provided employment to
formerly enslaved people, and their special
railroad cars included secret compartments
that allowed freedom seekers safe travel to
Philadelphia and northern locations.

Zion Hill Cemetery
5th & Linden Streets | Columbia, PA 17512
This cemetery is the ﬁnal resting place of many soldiers who fought
with the U.S. Colored Troops from Columbia during the Civil War.

Old Columbia-Wrightsville Bridge
Lydia Hamilton Smith reenactor at Thaddeus Stevens’ gravesite.

Lancaster County Historical Society
230 N. President Avenue | Lancaster, PA 17603
(717) 392-4633 | www.lancasterhistory.org
This research facility houses artifacts from Congressman and abolitionist
Thaddeus Stevens, which can be viewed upon request only. There are
also maps and other documents relating to Underground Railroad stops,
African-Americans in Lancaster County, and their Quest for Freedom in
the 19th century.

LR 128 | Wrightsville, PA 17368
This bridge was once a passageway for freedom seekers, some hidden in
secret compartments of railroad cars. Burned on June 28, 1863, to prevent
the Confederate advance toward Philadelphia, the span’s massive stone piers
remain, marking its crossing of the wide Susquehanna River.

Information Center
Route 30 (W) | Columbia, PA 17512

Information Center
Route 30 (E) at Greenﬁeld Road | Lancaster, PA 17601

Adjacent to the Historical Society is Wheatland, home of the nation’s
15th president, James Buchanan.

For more information on lodging, dining, and other activities,
contact the Pennsylvania Dutch Convention & Visitors Bureau
at 1-800-PA-DUTCH or visit www.PADutchCountry.com
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York was home to one of the region’s most active Underground
Railroad stationmasters, William C. Goodridge. A prominent
African-American businessman, Goodridge built the tallest
building of its time in York City, and often hosted anti-slavery
meetings with noted abolitionists.
In addition to the rich history connected to the Quest for
Freedom, York provides a number of unique museums and historic
sites, including a replica of the Colonial Courthouse, where the
Continental Congress met to ratify the Articles of Confederation
during their nine-month stay in the region.

Visit the home of William C. Goodridge, one of the area’s most active Underground
Railroad Stationmasters.

William C. Goodridge Freedom House and
Underground Railroad Museum
123 East Philadelphia Street | York, PA 17403
Goodridge hid Underground Railroad
“passengers” in a secret room at the back
of his basement, and in a straw-lined trench located under a building at
the back of his house. By the late 19th century, it was disclosed that his
Reliance Line of railroad freight cars, like those of Whipper and Smith in
Columbia, were used to transport freedom seekers east to Lancaster and
on to Philadelphia.

Battle of Hanover Civil War Wayside Markers
Walking Tour | Downtown Hanover, PA 17331

York County Visitor Information Center at Harley-Davidson
1425 Eden Road | York, PA 17402
The William Goodridge Mural on West Market Street honors the work of this prominent
African-American abolitionist and businessman.

William Goodridge Mural
West Market Street (Between South Penn & Newberry Streets)
York, PA 17401
This larger than life outdoor mural pays tribute to William Goodridge,
a leader in the abolitionist effort and the dangerous work of the
Underground Railroad.
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Downtown York Visitor Information Center
149 W. Market Street | York, PA 17401
For more information on lodging, dining, and other activities, contact
the York County Convention & Visitors Bureau at 1-888-858-YORK or
visit www.yorkpa.org

I-83 North State Welcome Center
Interstate 83 Northbound
Between Maryland state line and exit 4 | Shrewsbury, PA 17361

QUEST HARRISBURG

WWW.QUESTFORFREEDOM.ORG

It was in Harrisburg, the capital of Pennsylvania, where
legislative action was taken to abolish slavery. Pennsylvania,
a hotbed of anti-slavery activity, became the ﬁrst state to pass
such a controversial action. Such activity took various forms
and among the holdings of the State Archives & State Library
are well over 300 years of the African-American experience
in Pennsylvania. These records play an important role in
understanding the legacy of slavery, the lives of free blacks
in the antebellum North, and the Underground Railroad.
Pennsylvania State Archives
350 North Street
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania
17120-0090

National Civil War Museum
1 Lincoln Center at Reservoir Park | Harrisburg, PA 17103
(717) 260-1861 | www.nationalcivilwarmuseum.org

State Library of Pennsylvania
333 Market Street
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania
17126-1745

QUEST GETTYSBURG

Equally balanced presentations are humanistic in nature without bias
to Union or Confederate causes. The drama, The Peculiar Institution —
American Slavery, presents slavery as seen by 19th-century Americans,
including a dramatic depiction of a slave auction. Hear the words of
those who supported and opposed the “peculiar institution” and see
rare artifacts from the everyday life of those held in bondage.

WWW.QUESTFORFREEDOM.ORG

For more than 140 years, people from around the world
have come to Gettysburg to see and learn the history of the
most studied battle of the American Civil War. Gettysburg
has a rich history that includes interesting stories about
the free African-American community of the 1800s and
beyond. Populated with educators, businessmen, and
farmers, Gettysburg held a diverse citizenship of ancestry
and ethnicity–free to live and work together.
St. Paul’s A.M.E. Zion Church
269 South Washington Street | Gettysburg, PA 17325
Home of the “Slave Refugee Society,” St. Paul’s was the center
of black life and culture in Gettysburg during the 19th century.
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QUEST GETTYSBURG
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Abraham Brien Farm House—Gettysburg National Military Park
97 Taneytown Road | Gettysburg, PA 17325
This farmhouse, owned by free black man Abraham Brien, stood in the
path of General Pickett’s Confederate army charge during the Civil War’s
Battle of Gettysburg. It is located behind the Cyclorama Building on the
grounds of the park’s Visitors Center.

Lincoln Cemetery
Long Lane and Washington Street | Gettysburg, PA 17325
Men of color who
fought bravely for
the Union Army
were laid to rest
in this cemetery.

Lincoln Cemetery’s
Colored Troops memorial
reads: “Without beneﬁt
of citizenship, they
fought for freedom.”

Yellow Hill Cemetery
Yellow Hill Road
(2 miles west of intersection PA Rt. 34)
Butler Township, PA 17307
Nine miles north of Gettysburg along Rt. 34,
Yellow Hill Cemetery is all that remains of a free black
community that provided a safe haven for freedom seekers.

Menallen Friends Meeting House
1107 Carlisle Road | Biglerville, PA 17307
Burial site of Adams County antislavery activist and Underground
Railroad stationmaster Cyrus Griest.

William Wright and Phebe Wierman Wright, anti-slavery activists, are buried at the
Huntingdon Friends Meetinghouse.

Huntingdon Friends Meetinghouse
Quaker Church Road
York Springs, Latimore Township, PA 17372
Huntingdon Friends Meetinghouse
and Cemetery is the burial site of two
of Adams County’s most prominent
Quaker anti-slavery activists and Underground Railroad stationmasters,
William Wright (1788-1865) and Phebe Wierman Wright (1790-1873).
Like their relatives, the Gibbons’ in Lancaster County, the Wrights
are reported to have assisted nearly 1,000 formerly enslaved people.

Mason Dixon Line
Approximately 8-1/2 miles South of Gettysburg, PA
This boundary, surveyed along the borders of Pennsylvania and
Maryland, became a symbol of freedom from oppression for blacks
enslaved in southern states. Underground Railroad agents ushered
thousands of fugitive slaves across this line and on to freedom.

Adams County Historical Society
P.O. Box 4325 | Gettysburg, PA 17325
Archives include documents, photographs, maps, and diaries related
to the famous battle, as well as the heritage of the Underground Railroad.
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QUEST GETTYSBURG
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Gettysburg National Military Park
97 Taneytown Road | Gettysburg, PA 17325
(717) 334-1124 x 431 | www.nps.gov/gett
Park grounds and roads open daily, 6:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. from April 1
to October 31, and 6:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. from November 1 to March 31.

Rostrum and Lincoln Speech Memorial
Gettysburg, PA 17325
Site of President Abraham Lincoln’s Gettysburg
Address. Lincoln was credited as being the
president who “freed the slaves,” noting in
his famous address on November 19, 1863,
“that all men are created equal.”

Lincoln Speech Memorial

Information Center
Gettysburg National Cemetery—
Gettysburg National Military Park
97 Taneytown Road | Gettysburg, PA 17325

102 Carlisle Street | Gettysburg, PA 17325

New Museum and Visitors Center (opening Spring 2008)
1195 Baltimore Pike | Gettysburg, PA 17325

Open all year–September through May, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. and June
through August, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. The Soldiers’ National Cemetery
is open at dawn and closes at sunset.

For more information on lodging, dining, and other activities,
contact the Gettysburg Convention & Visitors Bureau at
(717) 334-6274 or (800) 337-5015.

Approximately 30 U.S. Colored Troops who fought at Gettysburg are buried at Lincoln Cemetery.
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QUEST CHAMBERSBURG
Famed black writer, physician, and military ofﬁcer Martin Delany
lived part of his youth in Chambersburg. Noted abolitionist
and orator Frederick Douglass made frequent visits to the
area on the speaking circuit and it is believed he also assisted
formerly enslaved Africans in their ﬂight to freedom. During
the summer of 1859 John Brown and many of his followerscame
to Chambersburg to plan the Harpers Ferry Raid.

WWW.QUESTFORFREEDOM.ORG

Martin Delany (May 6, 1812 – January 24, 1885), one of the
most inﬂuential Black ﬁgures in American history, was raised
among freedom-seekers in Chambersburg, Franklin County
and Carlisle, Cumberland County before moving to Pittsburgh.
In 1847, Delany joined Fredrick Douglass as co-editor of
the North Star which generated a legacy of Black Press in
the United States. As a reporter, he
traveled throughout Pennsylvania.
Delany was the ﬁrst African-American
ﬁeld ofﬁcer in the United States Army and
the ﬁrst proponent of Black Nationalism.

This historic building focuses on frontier, architecture, Underground Railroad, Civil War,
and transportation history.

The Chambersburg
Heritage Center
100 Lincoln Way East, Suite A
Chambersburg, PA 17201
(717) 264-7101
The Chambersburg Heritage
Center serves as an interpretive
center for Franklin County,
focusing on frontier, architecture,
Underground Railroad, Civil War,
and transportation history.

DOWNLOAD THIS TOUR AT QUESTFORFREEDOM.ORG
The Chambersburg Heritage Tour focuses on the unique role
our area played in the war against slavery. Featured destinations
in this tour include sites associated with John Brown’s Harpers
Ferry Raid, such as the house where he stayed and the meeting place
between Brown and Frederick Douglass, as well as the Wertz Farm,
an Underground Railroad site. Approximate driving time: 3 hours.
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Martin Delany was a man of many talents. He was a writer, physician, and military officer.

Considered “the chief superintendent” of Pennsylvania’s
Underground Railroad, he served as “control tower” for
a brilliant network of conductors and agents, connecting
Pittsburgh (John B. Vashon), Meadville (Richard Henderson),
Wilkes-Barre (Jonathan Jasper Wright), Williamsport
(John Warner), Harrisburg (Thomas Chester), York (William
Goodridge), Columbia (William Whipper and Steven Smith),
and Philadelphia (Robert Purvis and William Still).
These leaders created a legendary human system of
action that links 19th-century advocacy to 20th-century
social change and the Civil War to Civil Rights!

